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Sunday, March 17, 2024, 10:30am 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Hybrid In-Person & Online Worship Service Order 
YouTube LiveStream 

 

Music:   Ken Kepler & Members of the UCCA Choir 
Liturgist:   Joan Brannigan 
Preaching:   Rev. Carolyn Parr  
 

SERVICE NOTES: “+” before a line is an invitation to rise as you are able.  
Responses in BOLD are invitation for all to respond. Hymnals – 
Purple refers to Glory to God, the purple hymnal in the pew, Black 
refers to the black New Century Hymnal. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  "Imagine" -- John Lennon 
 

Via Positiva 
We share together that God is our praise 
and that all creation is blessed and holy. 

 

+ CALL TO WORSHIP AND BRINGING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
One:  God’s Mercy Floods Over Us. 
Many: Lord, wash me clean of the pain in my life.  
One:  God’s love pours into us. 
Many: Be with us, God, and guide our lives. Turn us again to you, 

Oh Lord, and awaken our spirits to your love and mercy.  
One:          The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
Many:        And also with you.  
— Share a sign of peace by greeting your neighbor, send a text to someone, or 
shout “Peace!” to the world! 
 

+ GLORIA 
 Gloria, gloria, gloria: in excelsis Deo! 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE "Abide With Me" Black #99    

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION                     
The journey of Lent continues with a journey of sacrifice. We are called 
upon to give our lives to God. We are called upon to give of ourselves to 
others. Lord, be with us this day. Help us to face the future unafraid, 
trusting in your loving care and presence with us. In the name of Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. Amen.   

 

Via Negativa 
A time of letting go. 

Even our emptiness — the repressed, the evil, the nothingness — 
is all redeemed and we can let go. 
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TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES (Children please come forward) Laura Brown 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (Children Participate)  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Trusting in God’s forgiveness, 
let us in silence confess our failings 
and acknowledge our part in the pain of the world. 
{We hold silence} 
Before God, 
with the people of God, 
I confess to turning away from God 
in the ways I wound my life, 
the lives of others 
and the life of the world. 
May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. 
Amen. 
Before God, 
with the people of God, 
we confess to turning away from God 
in the ways we wound our lives, 

 the lives of others 
and the life of the world. 
May God forgive you, Christ renew you, 
and the Spirit enable you to grow in love. Amen.  

  

Via Creativa 
We are co-creators with God in the work of our time. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 
Listen now, in the reading of Scripture, 
for the word and wisdom of God. 
We open our hearts to the word and wisdom of God. 
 

Hebrew 5:7-9           
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered, and having been made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 
 

John 12:20-33 
Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 
him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew, then Andrew and 
Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the 
Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain, but if it dies it bears 
much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
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world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 
Jesus Speaks about His Death 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was 
to die. 
 

For the Word of God in Scripture,  
for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us, 
thanks be to God. 

                                                                                                     

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

SERMON     “A Conversation about Death ” 
    A small group discussion 
 

+ HYMN OF INCLUSION "Jesus, Priceless Treasure" Black #480 
 

Via Transformativa 
transforming passion for the world is borne of love. Having given praise, been reminded 
that we are loved, and participated in the building up of love together, we now prepare 

ourselves to be transformed by that love to do God’s work in the world. 
 

COLLECTION FOR THE WORK OF THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 
We are deeply appreciative to receive the offering for the life and work of this 
beloved community. To support the ongoing work of our church, we ask that you 
please continue to give via the offering plate, online at our website or via text as 
described below: 

www.uccannapolis.org/giving  
 

Text to Give: Text “Give $25” to (410) 376-5446 
 

We thank God for the gift of this church and its many blessings in our lives! 
 

Offertory  "Let There Be Peace on Earth" -- Jill Jackson 
 

+ DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
 God in all three whom we adore. Amen 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING FOR THE OFFERING 
God, we have been made in your image. So, in your generosity, make us 
generous. In your faithfulness, make us faithful. So that whatever gift 
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we bring to you may be an offering of worship. In Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we pray. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 We share our prayers of hope and concern together. 
 We will conclude our prayers with: 

O Loving God, spirit of hope and peace, 
lead us from death to life. 
Lead us from falsehood to truth. 
Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe: 
Peace … Peace … Peace, 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE John L. Bell 
 Amen, Amen, Alleluia, Amen! 
 

+ HYMN OF DEDICATION  "Precious Lord, Take My Hand" Black #472 
 

BENEDICTION  
May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the companionship of the Holy Spirit, 

        be with us all evermore, Amen  
 

POSTLUDE   "In the Sweet By and By" -- Sanford Bennett  
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service, and to reprint it, obtained from One License 
with license #A-724119. 
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www.uccannapolis.org 
6 Carvel Circle, Edgewater, MD 21037 

office@uccannapolis.org 
(410) 266-8596 x200                         

We give thanks to God that you could join us today. 
 

 
 
Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Pastor Hours: The pastor will observe days of rest on Tuesday and Friday.  
Appointments are available by contacting the pastor or the church office. 
Choir: Weekly choir rehearsals are Tuesday evenings and Sunday mornings. New 
voices are always welcome! See Ken Kepler, Director of Music for more information. 
Home Communion: The UCCA will be taking communion to those who are ill or 
infirm and not able to attend church on the first Sunday of the month.  If you would 
like to have home communion, please contact Ellen Witko or the church office.   
Sunday School: Sunday School meets during service, for children aged 11 and 
younger, following the children’s conversation. We look forward to having your child 
grow with us! 



The United Church of Christ of Annapolis 
 

Fellowship Following Services: Please join us after the 10:30 service for a cup and 
conversation! 
Pastoral Care:  If you would like more information about pastoral care or arrange a 
meeting, please contact Rev. Ellen Witko at ellenwitko@att.net or (908)-425-6362. 
All Church Book Read – “How to Be an Antiracist” by Ibram X on hiatus until 
April 7, 2024. 
Easter Choir – members and friends of the congregation are invited to join the choir 
for a seasonal anthem. For more information see Music Director, Ken Kepler. 
Pastor Ellen Vacation – Pastor Ellen will be on vacation from March 11-17. In case 
of pastoral emergency, please contact Rev. Robert Fagan or the church office. 
Watershed Stewards Academy Clean Up – March 23 and 30 join with the 
Watershed Stewards Academy to clean out the retention pond on the corner of our 
property.  Clean up starts at 9:00am please bring gloves, hand tools, and water! 
 

Easter Schedule: 
 

Palm Sunday  March 24 – Parade with bikes and decorations. We will sing songs,  
                                        play kazoos, bang drums and carry signs before gathering    
                                        back in the sanctuary for morning service 10:15 am 
Maundy Thursday  March 28 – Foot/Hand washing, dinner and communion 6:30pm 
Good Friday   March 29 – Walk the Labyrinth with other local churches at Goshen     
                                       Farm 11:00am 
Easter Sunday   March 31- Egg Hunt, Easter Service, and Breakfast 10:00am 

 
 
 

 
 
 


